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"Unpublished cuneiform textes from the
Akkadian period From the city of Girsu (Tello)"
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Department of Archaeology

Abstract

The city of Karsu has been considered one of the most important
cities in the state of Lakh, and several factors have contributed to the
emergence of this city, including its natural environment, climate,
topography, rivers, and soil. The oldest evidence of human presence in
Karsu dates back to the Ubaid period (4000-3500 BC), which is one of
the oldest settlement periods in the alluvial plain region in general and
in the city of Karsu in particular. Excavations carried out by Sarzak
and Cross revealed unglazed pottery used by the city's inhabitants
during this period, with remains found at Tel (K) extending along the
northern, southern, eastern, and western areas of the city. The area
was characterized by its fertile land and abundant water supply, with
several irrigation channels branching off from it that were connected
to the Tigris and Euphrates rivers. This topography aided in the city's
development, providing means of livelihood and making it one of the
most important cities in politics, economy, and settlement. Many
distinctive soil marks for waterways and channels were identified
through aerial photography after World War 1l and confirmed on-site
in 2015, revealing numerous interconnected water channels and
passages.
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