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Abstract:

The project is titled the "Digitales Bonner Totenbuch-Papyrus"
(The Digital Bonn Project for the Book of the Dead Papyri) and is
accessible through its official website: https://tottenbuch.awk.nrw.de.
Launched in 2004, the project aims to document and digitally
inventory the Book of the Dead papyri held in museums and university
or institute libraries across Europe.

This initiative is founded on a scientific collaboration between
the University of Bonn (founded in 1818) and the University of
Cologne (founded in 1388), two of the most prominent academic
institutions in the German state of North Rhine-Westphalia, based on
the principle of interdisciplinary synergy. The University of Bonn
contributes its specialized academic expertise in Egyptology, while the
University of Cologne provides its advanced technical proficiency in
digital technologies and database construction.

This cooperation has taken a practical path through the creation
of a comprehensive digital database, which aims to unify the scattered
fragments of ancient Egyptian Book of the Dead papyri held in
museums and libraries worldwide. The implementation of this
methodology follows a sequential workflow, beginning with the
inventory and documentation phase, which involves locating these
papyri and conducting physical and bibliographical examinations. It
then proceeds to the digitization and access phase, which includes
producing high-resolution digital copies, followed by the cataloging
phase. This cataloging phase starts by assigning a unique serial number
to each papyrus and classifying it precisely according to its thematic
content and chronological period.

The methodology does not stop at this point; it also enables in-
depth textual studies and the tracing of the papyri's historical origins.
This tracing relies on an integrated analysis that includes the temporal
context, the writing materials used, and the locations of the scribal
workshops where they were produced.

Keywords: Project Bonn, Database, Book of the Dead Papyri.
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