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Abstract:

The intelligence system was of paramount importance in the Neo-
Assyrian period (911-612 B.C). It was widespread throughout the Assyrian
Empire and in enemy cities, and its personnel were known as scouts,
reconnaissance soldiers, or scouting hunters. These scouts were deployed in
enemy territories and were headed by the king, a provincial governor, or their
representatives. They maintained constant contact with army commanders to
receive orders and instructions and were employed in both war and peacetime.
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They were extremely careful and discreet in ensuring the security of their
military units and in gathering as much information as possible about the enemy
to help them avoid dangers and formulate military plans. Assyrian spies carried
sensitive messages between kings and their governors. These spies were highly
trusted individuals who had to be honest, courageous, and loyal. They were
trained in the art of delivering military messages between leaders and ensuring
that the messages were not falsified during transmission.
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