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Summary:

The Magi (or Mogh) were among the most prominent religious leaders in ancient Iran,
mentioned in Greek sources, inscriptions, and ancient Persian writings from the Median
period (728-550 BCE) through the Achaemenid Empire (550-331 BCE) until the end of the
Sasanian era. Their political, religious, economic, and social roles were significant, and they
are mentioned in the three Abrahamic scriptures: the Torah, the Bible, and the Quran. During
the Median period, their role involved interpreting visions, offering sacrifices, and reciting
incantations. However, under the Achaemenid Empire, they became followers of Zoroaster
and leaders of the official state religion. Their role became prominent in political and
religious conflicts, and they are mentioned in the most important inscriptions of Kings Darius
I and his son Xerxes. They implemented the teachings of Zoroaster, and their duties
expanded. They continued their religious profession and also intervened in conflicts and
wars, participating in the campaigns of the Achaemenid kings. Their teachings resonated with
the Greeks, and their most prominent philosophers included Aristotle (384-322 BCE) and
Plato (427-347 BCE). They maintained their privileges in the Parthian Empire (126 BCE-226
CE) and also in the Sasanian era (226-651 CE).
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(112) Alessandro, Bausani, The Persian From erliest days to the Twentieth.

Italian by J.B. Donnie Florence 1962, L.n. 1971, P 49-50.
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