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Abstract
This research examines the transformation of theological dialectics
(kalam) in the Abbasid era from an epistemological tool for seeking truth into a
political mechanism for shaping religious identity through exclusion and
accusation of disbelief. The research shows that the Abbasid caliphs« exploiting
their struggle for legitimacy against the Shiite memory« employed kalam to
legitimize their authority¢< as seen in the Mihnah (Inquisition) over the creation
of the Qur'an«< which turned an interpretive issue into a criterion for belonging
and faith. The research also reveals how argumentative mechanisms such as
"ilzam" (forcing a contradiction) and the selective use of hadiths were
transformed into precise techniques for demarcating the boundaries of identity:«
producing closed¢« fragilec and unstable identities. It concludes that Abbasid

theological dialectics deviated from the Qur'anic method of arguing "in the way
that is best” and from the prophetic warning against futile disputations
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becoming a reflection of a struggle for power rather than a search for truth. This
resulted in a distortion of the very concept of religiosity< making intellectual
polemics take precedence over righteous action and compassionate ethics.

Keywords: Theological Dialectics (Kalam)¢ Abbasid Era¢ Religious lIdentity:s
Exclusion< Mihnah (Creation of the Qur'an).
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