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Abstract

This study examines the integration of colloquial dialect in historical
writing during the Mamluk era, focusing on its evolution from limited use in
earlier Islamic sources to broader application in later historiography. Initially,
historical texts were composed strictly in Classical Arabic, with only minor
appearances of popular expressions such as proverbs. However, during the
Mamluk period, social and cultural transformations influenced historiographical
language, leading to a growing inclusion of colloquial phrases, particularly in
narratives reflecting daily life and public opinion.

Special emphasis is placed on lbn lyas, a key figure of late Mamluk
historiography, whose work Bada'i al-Zuhur fi Waga'i al-Duhur blended
Classical Arabic with colloquial language. His distinctive style allowed for
vivid depictions of social dynamics through dialogues and satire, revealing both
public sentiment and personal perspective. His writing provided a detailed and
accessible account of societal realities, fostering closer engagement with
readers.

The study concludes that the deliberate use of colloquial dialect by
historians such as Ibn lyas represents a significant methodological and cultural
shift. This linguistic hybridity enhanced the communicative function of
historical texts and broadened their accessibility, offering modern researchers
valuable insights into Mamluk society through both formal narrative and spoken
vernacular.

Keywords: Colloquial Dialect, Ibn lyas, Mamluk Era, Classical Arabic
Language.
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