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Abstract

Political relations between Iraq and Lebanon from 2003 to 2008 were
characterized by calm, mutual respect, and diplomatic, cultural, and economic
cooperation. These relations resulted in high-level diplomatic exchanges
between the two countries and represented an important aspect of Arab
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relations, especially as they followed a period of estrangement and the
significant event that befell Iraq: the 2003 US-led invasion. Iraq was in dire
need of diplomatic cooperation to project a positive image to regional and
international powers .

The relationship was marked by cordiality and understanding, stemming
from the political and social structures of both countries. Shared interests also
contributed to its continuation, including Lebanon's economic need for Iraq,
which was struggling with a fragile economy. Iraq, on the other hand, was a
wealthy nation but required strong diplomatic ties at the regional and
international levels. Furthermore, the relationship was characterized by popular
solidarity when either country faced a turning point or external threat, with the
people standing together and supporting one another. There were also regular
exchanges of delegations at the prime ministerial and economic levels.
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