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Abstract

The cuneiform tablet study here comes from southern Mesopotamia,
specifically from the site of Irisagrig. This tablet dated to the second year of
Ibbi-Suen’s reign (2028-2004 BC), the last king of the third Dynasty of Ur. The
Irag Museum number (IM 212985), its measurements (14.4x 8.5x 4 cm.) and is
currently preserved in the Irag Museum - Baghdad. It is a part of hundreds of
confiscated cuneiform tablets, which were returned to Iraq from Jordan -
Amman in 2008. The tablet documents amounts of grain (barley) and five land
fields appeared only at the archives of Irisagrig.
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Introduction

According to Ur Il period texts specifically agricultural Umma texts, the
lands were divided into three categories: domain land (GAN, gu,), subsistence
land (GAN; Suku) and tenant land (GAN; nig-gal,-la). The domain land (GAN;
gug) belonged to the temple or the state.' It is grown by Cultivators working by
the inspector of plow oxen (nu-bandaz gus)." These cultivators (engar) were in
groups, each one of them consisted of five cultivators under the inspector of
plow oxen, and overseer (ugula) was responsible of two inspector of plow oxen
and overseer to two groups of cultivators."

The content of the tablet (IM 212985) is very similar to a tablet dated to
the 1% year of Ibbi-Suen reign, published by David I. Owen in (NISABA
15/2,669).the tablet in this article consists of two columns, records the amounts
of grain harvested from domain land. Based on the text that will be published in
this article, the cultivators were divided into four groups, each groups consisted
of five cultivators who were under the inspector of plow and overseer of ten
cultivators at Irisagrig as follows:

Group 1: includes the cultivators (8a-lim-be-Ii, ip-qu.-Sa, Su-ma-ma, qu,-ra-ad-
I-1i, ip-qu,-8a), under the inspector of plow oxen called nu-hi-DINGIR.

Group 2: includes cultivators (a-za-a, DINGIR-ba-ni, puzurs-ha-ias, i-sur-
DINGIR, i-ru-ru), under the inspector of plow oxen called su-es;g-tar,,

A person named DINGIR-ra-bi,, the scribe of plow oxen who leads both of the
above groups.

Group 3: consists of cultivators (DINGIR-ba-ni, Ba-ba, ur-%as;-gis, DINGIR-
ba-ni, xx-um) under the inspector of plow oxen named i-Sar-ra-hi.

Group 4: consists of cultivators (NE.NE, E,-a-ba-ni, puzur,-ha-ias, i-ku-nums,
DINGIR-ba-ni), under the inspector of plow oxen called du-du.

Both the third and fourth groups were under the overseer a person (X x x), the
scribe of plow oxen.

The exceptions recorded within those four groups are:

1-The cultivator ip-qu,-Sa was documented twice in group 1.
2- The cultivator DINGIR-ba-ni was attested in groups 1, 2, 3.
3-The cultivator puzur,-ha-iaz was attested in groups 2, 4.

The text mentioned the names of five fields for growing grains (barley) that
were documented exclusively at Irisagrig :
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Field 1: a-3a; %u-suen ti-kal,
Field 2: a-Saz nin-gal-zu
Field 3: a-Sa3 agar, Pl-ri-ti
Field 4: a-3as kes3“'-mah
Field 5: a-saz Tl-ar

In the end of the text, the phrase (Se geS e3-a) means, “Threshed barley”iv such
as barley and wheat.

Transliteration

Obv.
Col.i
1.210.0.0. Se gur
2. Sa-lim-be-li, engar
3. 213.0.0. gur
4. ip-qu,-Sa engar
5. a-8a3 %u-Ysuen ti-kal,
6. 215.0.0 gur
7. Su-ma-ma engar
8. a-Saznin-gal-zu
9.190.0.0. gur
10. quy-ra-ad-is-li; engar
11. a-Saz agary Pi-ri-ti
12. 127.0.0. gur
13. ip-quz-Sa engar
14. a-Sas kess“-mah
blank space
15. nu-Ai-DINGIR nu-banda; gu,
16. 212.0.0. gur
17. a-za-a engar
18. 121.0.0. gur
19. a-8a3 %u-Ysuen ti-kal,
20. 92.0.0. gur
21. a-Saz agar, Pi-ri-ti
22. DINGIR-ba-ni engar
23. 16.3.0. gur us-des deg-a

Col.ii
1. puzur,-ha-iaz engar
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2. a-8az nin-gal-zu
3. 145.0.0. gur
4. i-sur-DINGIR engar
5. a-Saz Ti-ar
6. 120.2.0. gur
7. i-ru-ru engar
8. a-3a3 kes“-mah
blank line

9. Su-esig-tar, nu-bandas guy
10. Su nigin, 162.2.0. Se gur/
11. Sunigin, 16.3.0. gur us-de; deg-a/gana,-gug-bi-1

blank Line
13. ugula DINGIR-ra-bi, dub-sar gu,
14. 208.0.0. gur
15. DINGIR-ba-ni en[gar]
16. a-3az “Su-Ysufen-ti-kal,]
17.22.0.0. gur us-des]-[des-a]
18. ba-ba en[gar]
19. a-8az nin-gal-[zu]
20. 150.0.0. [qur]
21. a-Saz agar, Pi-ri-ti]
22.30.0.0. gur
23. a-3as kess“-mah

Rev.
Col.iii
1.ur-%a3;-gis engar
2.123.4.0. gur
3. DINGIR-ba-ni engar
4. a-$as [keds-mah
5. 140.[x].4. gur
6. X-X-um engar
7. a-S8az Ti-ar
Blank Line
8. I-Sar-ra-[Ai] nu-bandaz gu,
9. 206.0.0 gur
10. NE.NE engar
11. 212.0.0. gur
12. E;-a-ba-ni engar
13. a-8a3 %u-Ysuen ti-kal,
14. 27.0.0. gur us-des deg-a
15. puzur,-ha-iaz engar
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16. a-8a3 nin-gal-zu
17.188.0.0. gur

18. i-ku-num, engar

19. a-Sa3 agar, Pi-ri-ti
20. 132.0.0 gur

21. DINGIR-ba-ni engar
22. [a]-Sas keds -mah

Col.iv
1. du-du nu-bandas gu,
blank Line
2. Suniginy 322.1.0 gur ziz, se/-gur [gar]
. Sunigin, 49.0.0 gur us-de; deg-/a ganay-gus-bi 2
blank Line
4. ugula x x x x dub-sar guy
blank Line
5. Sunigin, 366?.3.4 /[se]-gur
6. Su nigin, 2.3.0 gur [u4]-des/dus-a gana,-gu,-bi 3
7. gana, guy
8

(98]

9. e,-a-ked ! xxxxx

10. 284?.0.2 Se-gur

11. Se &iS e3-a gana-guy

12. a-buz-um-[ba-gar] [Sabra-gus-20

13. giri; ur-e$s-Kus-ga dub-sar

14. [mu]en “inanna unug®/ [mas,-e] [is]-pas

Le.ed
a-buz-um-ba-gar

Translation
Obv
Col. i

63000 sila (liters) of barley
Salim-beli, the cultivator
63900 sila (liters)

ipqusa, the cultivator

field Su-suen-tikal

64500 sila (liters)

ok wdrE
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7. Su-mama, the cultivator
8. field ningalzu
9. 57000 sila (liters)
10.qurat-il1, the cultivator
11. field agar, Piriti
12. 38100 sila (liters)
13. ipqusa, the cultivator
14. field kes-mah
blank space
15. nahi-ilum, inspector of plow oxen
16. 63600 sila (liters)
17. aza, the cultivator
18. 36300 sila (liters)
19. field Su-suen-tikal
20. 27600 sila (liters)
21. field agar, Piriti
22. ilum-bani, the cultivator
23. 4980 sila (liters), brought in daily

Col. i

puzur-haya, the cultivator
field ningalzu
43500 sila (liters)
issur-ilum, the cultivator
field Tiar
36120 sila (liters)
iruru, the cultivator
field kes-mah
blank line
9. Su-estar, inspector of plow oxen
10. total 48720 sila (liters) of barley
11. total .... sila (liters)
blank line
12. the overseer ilum-rabi, ox scribe
13. 208 sila (liters)
14. ilum-bani, the cultivator
15. field Su-suen tikal
16. 22 sila (liters) ....
17. baba, the cultivator
18. field ningalzu
19. 150 sila (liters)

NGk~ wWNE
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field agar, Piriti
9000 sila (liters)
field kes-mah

Col. iii

NoabkowdE

8.
9

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22,

ur-aSgi, the cultivator
37140 sila (liters)
ilum-bani, the cultivator
field kes-mah

42040 [xxx] sila (liters)
X-X-um, the cultivator
field T1’ar

blank line

iSar-ahi, inspector of plow oxen
61800 sila (liters)

Nene, the cultivator
63600 sila (liters)
Ea-bani, the cultivator
field Su-suen tikal

8100 sila (liters), brought in daily
puzur-haya, the cultivator
field ningalzu

56400 sila (liters)
ikunum, the cultivator
field agar, Piriti

39600 sila (liters)
ilum-bani,the cultivator
field kes-mah

Col. iv

1.

2.
3.

~No o,

dudu, inspector of plow oxen
Blank line

Vol.102, No 1 (September2026)

total 96660 sila (liters) of wheat (and) barley?
total 14700 sila (liters) brought in daily, domain land

Blank line

OVerseer, XXxXXXx

Blank line

total 5867 sila (liters) of barley

total xxxx sila (liters) brought in daily, domain land

domain land
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8. [~

9. epkes< xxx

10. 852207 sila (liters) of barley

11. threshed barley in domain land

12. abum-bagqar, official of plow oxen

13. via the scribe ur-eskuga

14. the year chose the en priest of Inanna in Uruk by omen
le.ed.

abum-baqar
Tablet Comments
Obv. Col.i

2. Sa-lim-be-li; engar, is attested at Irisagrig in IS1Y, and the name also
identified at Umma dated 1S3." _
4. ip-qu,-3a engar, is attested only once in the Irisagrig texts."
5. a-§as “Su-suen ti-kal,, the field name attested at Irisagrig in twice text in
SS9 and once in 1S1.”

7. $u-ma-ma engar, occurs in twice texts in the years (SS9-1S1) at Irisagrig”, and
also documented in anther text whose site is unknown.™

8. a-Saz nin-gal-zu, the field name documented for the second time in the years
(S$S9-1S1) at Irisagrig. "

10. qu,-ra-ad-is-li; engar, his name attested at Irisagrig” ', and also indentified as
a cultivator at umma in AS6™", qu,-ra-ad-is-li, dumu zu-zu in IS 2-3, 1S2 qu,-ra-
ad-is-li dumu iz-lio-as-ra-ni

11. a-8ag agary Pi-ri-ti, the field name attested once at Irisagrig.”

14. a-3a3 kes3“-mah, the field name attested once at Irisagrig.™”

15. nu-hi-DINGIR nu-bandas gus, the name occur once as the inspector of plow
oxen at Irisagrig.""

17. a-za-a engar, perhaps the same name read a-ha-a by OWEN in (NISABA
15/2, 669). In addition, attested the name at Umma.""

22. DINGIR-ba-ni engar, the name attested once as a cultivator at Irisagrig in IS
1.XIX

23. ug-de; deg-a, the expression “brought in daily” appeared at Irisagrig.”. It is
also attested in other sites at Umma™" and Girsu.”™"

Xiii

Obv. Col.ii

1. puzur,-ha-iag engar, the name occurs at Irisagrig for the first time with title a
cultivator. ™"
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4. i-sur-DINGIR™" engar, probably the same name is transliterated i-da-AN in
(NISABA 15/2,669).

5. a-8ag Ti-ar, the field name attested at Irisagrig in IS1.
7. i-ru-ru engar,the name unattested at Irisagrig so far.
9. Su-e$ig-tar, nu-bandas guy, occurs once as the inspector of plow oxen at
Irisagrig. "'

13. ugula DINGIR-ra-bi, dub-sar gus,the name appeares at Irisagrig during IS
1.XXVII

18. ba-ba en[gar], perhaps this name is read sasz-ba in (NISABA 15/2, 669) at
Irisagrig.

XXV

Rev. Col.iii

1. ur-%ag;-gis, the name appears for the first time as (engar) at Irisagrig,is
accuses as mu-sar “lapidary’””*" .and attested SS4 at Adab. ™

8. i-Sar-ra-hi nu-bandas gus occurs once as the inspector of plow oxen at
Irisagrig.

10. NE.NE, is read also bi,-bi,, the name attested in as the cultivator (engar) in
the Irisagrig texts from (SS9-1S1).* )

12. E;-a-ba-ni, is attested as (angar) twice at Irisagrig from year [S1-152."

18. i-ku-num, engar, is attested i-ku-x engar at Irisagrig. ™"

Rev. Col.iv

1. du-du nu-bandas gus, is unattested as nu-bandas gu, at Irisagrig. The name
appears as a royal messenger and cooker.”"

12. a-bus-um-[ba-qar] [Sabra-gu,s-20, appears at Irisagrig with the title of
(3abra) ,for the years AS3, SS9, 1S2.*. the name also spelled a-bu-um-ba-gar
in the Irisagrig.

13. Via the scribe ur-eSkuga, the name is well attested at Irisagrig, the first
appears in 1S1™" and last attested as giris in 152", He occurs as (dub-sar
lugal) “a royal scribe” for rations of beer, bread, soup, fish and meat for the
royal messengers.”""

Conclusion

After studying this tablet it appeared that it is identical in form and content
with anther tablet published in (NISABA 15/2, no. 669), this text originate from
Iri-sagrig Provence in Sumer. Both tablets date back to the first and second
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years of 1bbi-Suen reign. The text recorded the names of five fields documented
exclusively at Iri-sagrig, to produce barley, as well as the names of the
cultivators and inspector of plow oxen contained in them; most of them were
Akkadian personal names.
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Fig. 1 : IM 212985 Obv. Handcopy by Wafaa H. Zwaid
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Fig. 2 : IM 212985 Rev. Handcopy by Wafaa H. Zwaid
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Fig. 3 : 1M 212985 Obv.
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Fig. 4 : IM 212985 Rev.
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