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Abstract:

This research addresses currency counterfeiting in the Islamic Maghreb
specifically during the Almoravid and Almohad eras. The study investigates the
technical methods used by counterfeiters to target the "Almoravid Dinar" and
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the "Almohad Square Dirham." It also highlights the covert conflict between the
Banu Ghaniya (Almoravid remnants) and the Almohads using counterfeiting as
a weapon.

The Almoravid and Almohad dynasties marked a decisive turning point in the
economic history of the Maghreb and Andalusia. The Almoravids relied on
"Saharan gold" to mint a dinar that became the hard currency of the
Mediterranean, while the Almohads built their monetary system on "silver" and
the distinctive square coin shape.

in Marrakesh and the "secret mints" run by rebels and counterfeiters.

The study aims to compare how the Almoravids and Almohads dealt with the
crime of counterfeiting, analyzing the strict measures taken by rulers like Yusuf
ibn Tashfin and Yaqub al-Mansur to protect the currency, relying on
jurisprudential records and economic history sources of that era.

Keywords: Almoravids, Almohads, Almoravid Dinar, Square Dirham,
Counterfeiting
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Conclusion:

Through the study of historical documents and jurisprudential records, the
research concluded that currency counterfeiting during the Almoravid and
Almohad eras was not merely a marginal or individual phenomenon. Rather, it

constituted a significant economic and political challenge that required the
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mobilization of all state apparatuses, from the Mint House to the Hisba system
and the Judiciary, reflecting an early awareness of the importance of economic
security for state stability.
The study also demonstrated that both states largely succeeded in maintaining
the global status of their currencies (the Almoravid Dinar and the Almohad
Dirham) for long periods. This success was attributed to the strict technical
standards applied in central mints and the rigorous jurisprudential oversight in
markets that prohibited dealing with debased currency, making the Maghrebi
currency the hard currency of the Mediterranean at the time.
aabally Jlaal) daild
(g chaalall (S I Al 6 el ¢ e ol e oY ol
Bl seaial) s ¢ ullayill (agp culaall usi¥) i) 85 (A 0 Y
Py AN ) cipiadl oS Glae 6 5330 ¢ iE aluw cp) LY
cgom o Sall )y cdesdal) ¢ pan ) e (OgalA o) L€
g ¢ OSA Hla ¢ el QS cGasll de (OgdlA o) L0
(g AN )y conpially ulii¥) LSS kel Glull (A8l G ol
Sl Jlaidg ol Gl dueadly eladll L) (Osde O -
g oY) @l s colaill LSS e il Lo il Glasdl akii ( GUaBY (i)
Sl Al A88Y A5Ca « LY/ G5 A Gldel Do« il ¢y dY)
(g (oY) Gl Jls cllaelly dlllsall cxue sl (G
(g ¢ oY) oAl I (LAY Jilse pals) il (g5l L) )
DLl dadas ¢ Y/ i (A olbyl) Liia (AR Y
comb gy gl 1 Gaiat cuanl) T o hd) Y
codg ol dpigll Gl ¢ gy jlalf (g5l e gyilall Y €
Nsa panl) LSl ¢ upiall LS ausli 6 cineal caalsll e o ASHall LYo
gy ¢ ala ) cenb Wb ad e cublf mdicdana Oy deaf cglall AT
celoanll Slall c sl ¢ ¥/ piall Joo JLSY Ladind) (AlA o deal (Gualdl) VY

(g el Qall s ccupiall maladly copeall slieall ¢ ma n 2aal ¢ oaipdigh YA

> <X ~a

D

Yo¥



Journal of Studies in History and Archeology  Vol.102, No 2 (September2026)

ISSN: (2075-3047)

coisi casill dani gl ASAN ¢ Gpall 2lGT ( SUS jae g ua

Agnigl) lall ¢ e e tupad o Dlladl] L] il eopxil Dla cOlilga

(A ASa ¢ (Upangally pbalial] geac) (ulii) 8 2D dgs dl de dana (s
.5yalall

celand) Sl cEiaad) sl s Ayl e usiall caalyl clSa

Sgm «Bodl) b ¢ Dl cppiall 4 (solaidy] LLED (5l e pusa

O 23 15T Sl )l Lilpusn 6 dSidG)) dagal) cChagy O Ao Gl 5l ¢ pasal)
o) AT e cdpadlay) cluhall dgaa ¢ uiga

iy iledl) Lés 4 813 duidy SLLI dinT cdasl 0 dese A e gl o Slidal)
VATV apalall (ddyall HE il calall agaal) ¢ Bgadll et guiat « Slial

c gy cgalall (SN I LY deliva e Y ma ¢ e 0 anl ¢ guidala)
Al laal L s aaian cady oo (ool caan] G deae adll gl caad) ady ol
YAV gy Dl uad) ¢ )

Mo taEal (pdecainad) o dale¥l Gall () xe g sl Buall cala opl
AV AAY (g il el salgl)

Oleill 5 Al i dudlal) 258l 5 Gseaally JSA c2ana jseaie Cihle (i
Y v Balal) (dylay) Auanill Ly jel) dadaidl) ¢ 5iSally

O ccpansally cpbilell seac 6 golaiy) el Al cad) LS o hhaa g
Y49V Ayl ¢ dilly de Ll Laal 2l

pas ¢ bl sl ol Jifsis (506 caana ) e sl (Bl uatl) Zlal) ol
Y AAY gy ) ad) Ja oliaYl sl desa

Ol thangi e Cililly pude U (il 5 cupiall 5 cpangall 5 < oag) « S
AV AAY (g il A pall lall ¢ ulall

a0 dena 1T ¢ 2sdll S5 6 agdell yaid ¢ ) e G el gaall B cGadal
YAV cCaail) AN ) caslal

S Iy cighall e Chugy s 3ins (dble JLs/ 6 dblbY/ ol Gl cubdl) oyl
Y e ¥ ey cdaalall

Yo

R

AR

LYY

LYY

Y&

.Yo

Y1
YV

YA

¥4

Al

Yy

Y

Y



Caangally Cubaalpall s3ge IMA Guall Dl A dlaad) B il jala
e asIas el aald

uL.uAl HE o) ‘J&é‘?[ﬁgﬁjwfwjjﬂc?id\ e dana 4 de j.\i c@...uaﬂ Yo
'?\ AAE (g old 48Sa ¢ ele

: el gl

il 8 Asalally Lgnally Zoalesi®¥ )y Ao Lia¥) slaall (e Cuiln ¢ ilamn s anad) JLS O
QLS a1 30 ¢ ennpdisll oyl jlosall (gsltdg Jilon PLa e S
A G 9T ks (0 ¢y

bl (Spme A ALUE Al 8 L lan¥ls Rbai®Y) slal) cdecse dane ilacas duals ()
Lokl palal) cdmall A8 486 @V YYY=) 0 QY G/ a1V ) EAE (e oCpaasallg
N GaaY P A EYY (Y]

YA o ¢ sabay) Bl ¢ uge ol e ()

Oyl eae & Gaais Copaall (gliaaly ebandl Al e dans paid) 2 (s2en )
VA G ) A8Y ¢ ae dharalall Al

Y Gaa) 20V 3 alal (A yend) Lungil) 4Ka ¢ Cpladyall Algd aLd cgena tea] Cpen )

YA iga e el Crall (glimally ol 2Ol (Cen axiall e gaea )

Ol sy Lo /) ecprally a1 Ll 8 Gpiall Gl iShall glae ot )

Y e e O GAY Pl gy GBEN I cebie ] Gaiad o Jad el

sl ¢l O Chgs 2ge = Qi Gl (8 Cdadyal) Adgs i e Osta

(e crl Sy VA (a ) 4A0 Y00 Vg yur cdunall Lumgdl) = (pdaiyal)

T iz ccual ol

NAY (o il o) b dae LYy AalaBy) slall carws dens ilaias Ll )

TV G e cpangall Jeiesas Galalpall lgs 8 Galal) ccilalll de cracae (pain ()

M Ciaae (5033 4Y Ga cielaaY s Lolaai®y ] 5Ll caewe dens b Gl ()
G o) Plaiall Jsh Y €) Ga el gy Galadal) dlgs (b palaiY) ccaall
G2 sl de age B g YV l aball Slaall Gt Al s il 38 (gangall Ll
YT Ga Yl pal) pdinall el laiall jhil ' e

GAY dulae 3 Ak UK (gl ol Aaske eyl 2o 2 sl cuall s ala ) ()
YUY Ga V49 ctda il di€e ¢ bl ) ae ladl)

(*)

Yot



Journal of Studies in History and Archeology  Vol.102, No 2 (September2026)
ISSN: (2075-3047)

YTV 0a pa easall gy cedalyall Ale 8 el il ae caame pass (1)
YA

ARl Gunlie aaee ¢ (o) + 2 £/aT900) Guall s @I g5 LSH e aaal (a0 )
TV Ga 0 () AV /2T Al ) g e deaa ADldl Mo 1 aRad

oy Aalll 1 s ol (@) + ¢ Y/ATATE) bl slea oo dielon) puai il cgysaldl ()
(PYAAV/2Y €0V (pudlall alall jla s cigym ) ¢ £da ¢ jlhae jeaall e dea 1 aiad ¢ Ayl
coasaldll alea e pagpall Lo (@D, de (o dena (0 deas (Al N OEE a Yo
Y Ga A (e (ol ) ecpiiaall (e Ao gana 1 (sl

¢ sdaie Gl €6V a0 ¢ amaa ¢ Guld ol £ 108 Epa Y £ ¢ slaall ¢ gpsall ()
(AT ANV ) Y caiig )l (Hlal) ool Jlea deadl) sl Ao 0 aa 0 dena
EYO L Yz o (AVA9Y [2VEVE ol ot cigim) ¢ Yhe el gl

R VESPIIRELE WS+ [ RECIFT PR W QRS I #-  P IPRVER WP

Yo Al ¢ ghae I Byge ¢ Sl ol ()
(%)

\R)

Yoo Al ¢ Chag Bygw

PEDVR U PR AR S EOY U U PRI T [ EPN P PN PPt |

AW oa ze(@ 32) /21 €1 Vil Jla )o) e sl

die A e Pl (Byaalaag Alal LI bl caane o Glad jae of cglual) (")
AT Ga) Tz (2) E7Y cdlagll agh ollal) £a€ar il ) Ydae(ygpals (Sl punal

Cre imall (a1 0/ AT T Luball e o o deal eayl ae o sty ()
Gilegdaall i€t csae ol Z LAl 2 1 at o Slill (grall i) il
YVAGa Vzo(a) TAT/a) £ 0T i)

ATYa D AAT (i o mlla ()

VEoa g A gl ()

(25 Muhammad Abu-Lfaraj Al-ush 1982, p50.

YTY Yol ga Yz VAAY (gl agy ala ()

NA0a Y o)) ol Juila ()

FY e G Vg elllaally dllleal (Sl ()

00 a iz cera) lall ¢ aShall gie o ()

Yoo



Caangally Cubaalpall s3ge IMA Guall Dl A dlaad) B il jala
e asIas el aald

N e eyl lal (el 8 Gasd) ¢ asha) )

[ 2A A &) Al capaal) cpall Jg oy sl dena (g dana (el e (gald o) (™)
QS LAl (593 e payaale Crag slly cpall ls (8 ally Tamuall plgaa (21 £ 0
= éJJL.\A YYE ya c\c c(e\ AAA /.A\ EvA c).Sd\ )\J :C'_ﬁj)...y) Yo csalads d.:ﬂ; I
e Yz gl hhall

N cagilly Lol adly lgitas 5Ll yeaal saaall Ladgll bball e Wb e celje ™)
il 8 Cpall Al (Jeo ol ¢ Lilin ¢¥ N G (Y 'z c(_A\T'~ T 5)Sl danladl) 2\::)_.3.«\2“)
AV = c(g"_w..l cﬂ.\l\j Zt.u):\ﬂ 2\:\4)9 allS @AM\) el ?Jl;j\ L.A:‘ idaa

) (Sasaianlly ¢ 5yl Ciyass At G desadl ae o)l g9 s o S2gal (")
L;CJAS\ AAU\ LA‘SMSY\ aaall ceu\g\ C,y.ﬂ\ “_1‘):..45\.1 CJ\AJ\ c(e\ VYo=Y 9y /AoYi—i/\O)
e s (gsle 4l

A& caana ) g—alta able ‘ul_AAA‘) YYE a G\C 4)_\;jb i.ﬂ_"u.d\ Ub—.ﬁ u‘gd_\; u_t\ (T)

Aaill A yal) A adaiall s5alall) L<allg laill 8 Ayl D) 2gall 8 () gaaallg

.V-\ﬂua -\C 4((-3 e € cz\:m‘)\.l:}”

S i) e o adall e dema ol Gr Gy sty s 585 1005l e 0 gy (™)
‘\V\‘\V'L)M ‘VC “"_ﬂ:té} 6‘_)&; u_i\ :‘).E.\:\ ...Lﬂlcng ;.Q.uaﬁ b.ﬂj dﬁl«.u\ L_i‘):ud\ &_t;ba
Abbe Hlal 8 dllay) cculadll ol

el gty Gl e o agall e G G 0 s st il G Gaglay ()
cbdglly Al ¢ gaball 1 et L. e gall

2T oy il Jlad & cpassally byl SISl ol v crenae 0 )

.V\‘ua Jjﬁ.\l\ ”LE cz\.o..}d\ ﬂ‘\“ua WG «J<ad) cob'a.o) ()

O ‘QISJS.M ¢daaa (0 (T%)

.V\‘ua Jjﬁ.\l\ ”LE cz\.o..}d\ ﬂ‘\“ua WG «J<ad) cob'a.o) (£)

5,58 Aol Brele din By oLl 8 adly ¢ dia jsw lede adll L bla e dine sadl ()
ookl

Bglae (o eall de 0 plis G sl b Lelial et Jleed (e Gl e tdga (1)

Yo



Journal of Studies in History and Archeology  Vol.102, No 2 (September2026)
ISSN: (2075-3047)

Moo e o)l Liyps el o dlle s cul€ ¢ Qa1 DU Jasy (8 Aaddie Aine il (7
el lgage

Al saels il e plls ddysie el Jlas Bysis Lete il Galai) 358 8 5yds 148,09
coxalad) 2alas

Lalinas clginmnly Galasl1 S e nl (e Bl o s (e diae i balie )
il

CS Lete (s Ailasy o8 il a1 el e Byl) )5 (e 508 A 1 ()
ol

je S Lgie @lialy Alrad U5 a1 S il L83 A (o iV Aae s 4lal ()
ceeeeldl gde g elsel) cula (e

AAAY=AY) ALl Lashe i il e ool b el Gl caen) axidl S0 ()
YoApa (@ S QS ) (@) €47V

Y Aua el S0 ()

TN e Tz JSa liasy )

Y€ Ga Ol Tl olgn ©)

DAY 08 pa (S cdena o )

0N o D sSan cdane o )

DA e Lanpal) Aradailg Lopral) as ol cgglony cgranll €7V e a T (IS ¢ Glina; )
el (gogal) Caatiall de gana

NAY=1 9 Laa (Gl cdana o )

Y e cdanial) ggala ol

800 Tz OV AM il ()

Y aa Pz Y b O

NV E a0z ) AVA sl Y

AAGa Oz VAM ¢ apiigl ()

Neoga )y il )

o0 e ol cdaall QI b ekl ()

e a plal) cdaally sl b Al cgae of 1)

Yov



Caangally Cubaalpall s3ge IMA Guall Dl A dlaad) B il jala
e asIas el aald

XYoL )80 (aala ol (F)
.Farrugia de candia, 1965, p105 **)
.Farrugia de candia, 1965, p105 ")

N8 0a Y)Y Uillaal Sty (V)

NVEY Ga Vg Y or Y geala o O
IV a Yoo ¥ lian) ypeaie cibile (Y
AY G V490 i o mlla ()

AV a YooY (lias) ypeaie cibale ()
FVAGa VAAY (mlla den asal) 2 (1)
YA e cdadiall (ygals o (1)

Yo m g o) Sl ¢ unyingl ()
Y aa Pz Y )

NYE a0z ) AVA (sl ()

10 0a OV AAY (bl g ol ()

YV E0a Yz O AAY (gl )

(80 G dally clondll & Al cygre ol O
You L cqamaall ¢ Sl )

1Yo G Oz 3tdall dak ¢yl )

e pa Yz ccubal) i gl )

Fov e Al QS (gpala o) O

Ao a Y i) gualill )

YA G Oz gl e el ) cclSn )
30 Lo Oy coral 8 galaB) BLadl (ol e uge )
N0 Ga g el Sl ¢y )

S a Y el gyl Y

YoA



