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Abstract
A statesman and one of the most prominent leaders of the American
Republican Party, he had a strong influence on the foreign policy of the United
States of America during the thirties and forties of the last century. He served in
the administrations of five American presidents from 1911-1945. He worked in
both Republican and Democratic administrations. He served as Secretary of War
(1911-1913) under President William Howard Taft. He took over the State
Department for the period (1929-1933) during the era of President Herbert
Hoover, and launched his principle known as the "Stimson principle”, which
was adopted by the US government in its foreign policy towards Asia in 1932.

He returned as Minister of War for the period (1940-1945) under the leadership
of the two presidents Franklin Roosevelt and Harry S. Truman. He had a major
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role in supervising the Manhattan Project, which produced the atomic bomb, and
participated in issuing the decision to drop atomic bombs on the Japanese cities
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki and put an end to World War I1.

Key words: (Stimson - war - foreign - atomic bomb)
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THIRTY-TWO LIBERTY STREET
New York

January 22, 1940

My dear Miss Colton:

The struggle taking place in Asia today is essentially a conflict
between two types of civilization -- the one, pacific and evolutionary;
the other militaristic and aggressive in its foreign policy. The outcome
will be of enormous significance for the world.

American policy in the Far East has been based upon the conviction
that a friendly, progressing, independent China would be the best guarantee
of future stability and peace in the Pacific, and a great safeguard for the
welfare and security of this hemisphere.

On January 26, the commercial treaty between the United States and
Japan will come to an end. It is my conviction that prompt measures should
then be taken by our Government to restrict, by such measures as may be
appropriate and effective, the very substantial aid that Japan is receiving
through the procurement of essential war materials from the United States.
What action can and will be taken must depend in large measure upon the
extent to which the people as a whole are informed upon this question and
alive to the far-reaching consequences involved in our present position.

I consented, a year ego, to become Honorary Cheirman of The American
Committee for Non-Participation in Japanesoe Aggression because I felt that
the members of this Committee were endeavoring, intelligently and honestly,
to place before the American people one of the most significant issues that
we must face in our foreign policy during this critical period in our own
history and that of all nations. Subsequent experience has confirmed that
confidence. I am glad to bespeak for the Committee such cooperation and
support as you may be able to glve for its important work.

Sincerely yours,

X e

(1) Olive A. Colton Papers, 1867-1961,The University of Toledo, Ward M.
Canaday Center, Toledo, Ohio, 1990, P.121.
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