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The Role of Personal Museums and Private Collections in

Preserving Cultural Heritage (The Museum of Mesopotamia as a
Case Study(

Dr.bassam Ibrahim Ali Alkhalidi
AL- Mustansiriyah UNIVERSITY-
the research problem :

In recent times, the phenomenon of personal museums and
collectors of movable artifacts has been expanding. Whether driven by
economic dimensions or by passion and a desire to acquaint oneself
with the creations of those who preceded us in life, individuals skilled
in the art of crafting artifacts and the items that people required in
their daily lives have played a role. The challenging economic
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conditions that our beloved country has faced in recent years have

directly influenced many individuals to pursue these artifacts, seeking
financial gain and profits through dealing with such pieces.

Regardless of the expertise these individuals possess in handling
such artifacts, the academic and intellectual aspect remains limited,
often due to a lack of awareness of the value of these items in certain
cases. In an effort to minimize potential harm and prevent the
unwitting involvement of individuals who might have limited
experience and knowledge in the cultural field, it becomes imperative
to address this significant matter. This will involve approaching the
topic from both scientific and legal perspectives, aligning with the
interests of collectors and the nation alike, all the while safeguarding

these valuable cultural heritage assets.
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